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English  Language  Arts  30-2 
Part  A:  Written  Response 

Grade  12  Diploma  Examination 


Description 

Time:  2Vi  hours.  This  examination  was 
developed  to  be  completed  in  2Vi  hours; 
however,  you  may  take  an  additional 
Vi  hour  to  complete  the  examination. 

Plan  your  time  carefully. 

Part  A:  Written  Response  contributes 
50%  of  the  total  English  Language 
Arts  30-2  Diploma  Examination  mark  and 
consists  of  three  assignments. 

• Assignment  I: 

Visual  Reflection 

Value  10%  of  total  examination  mark 

• Assignment  II: 

Literary  Exploration 

Value  25%  of  total  examination  mark 

• Assignment  III: 

Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 

Value  15%  of  total  examination  mark 


Instructions 

• Complete  all  three  assignments. 

•You  may  use  the  following  print  or 
electronic  references: 

-an  English  and/or  bilingual  dictionary 
-a  thesaurus 

-an  authorized  writing  handbook 

• Space  is  provided  in  this  booklet  for 
planning  and  for  your  written  work. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written 
work. 


Additional  Instructions  for  Students 
Using  Word  Processors 

• Format  your  work  using  an  easy-to-read 
12-point  or  larger  font  such  as  Times. 

• Double-space  your  final  copy. 

• Staple  your  final  printed  work  to  the 
pages  indicated  for  word-processed  work 
for  each  assignment.  Hand  in  all  work. 

• Indicate  in  the  space  provided  on  the  back 
cover  that  you  have  attached  word- 
processed  pages. 


Do  not  write  your  name  anywhere  in  this 
booklet.  Feel  free  to  make  corrections  and 
revisions  directly  on  your  written  work. 


ASSIGNMENT  I:  VISUAL  REFLECTION 
Suggested  time:  30  to  40  minutes 

The  illustrations  below  were  drawn  in  1899  and  represent  an  artist’s  vision  of  the  future. 
The  French  words  EN  L’ AN  2000  mean  “In  the  Year  2000.” 


Aerial  Firemen 


Aviation  Police 


Jean  Marc  Cote 
French  commercial  artist 
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ASSIGNMENT  I:  VISUAL  REFLECTION 


Examine  the  illustrations  on  page  2.  Reflect  upon  the  ideas  and  impressions  suggested  by 
the  illustrations. 

The  Assignment 


What  ideas  and  impressions  do  the  illustrations  suggest  to 
you?  Consider  the  context,  and  develop  your  response  by 
referring  to  the  illustrations. 


In  your  writing,  you  should 

w select  a prose  form  that  is  appropriate  to  the  ideas  you  wish  to  express  and  that  will 
enable  you  to  effectively  communicate  to  the  reader 

• discuss  ideas  and  impressions  that  are  meaningful  to  you 

• respond  from  a personal,  critical,  and/or  creative  perspective 

• consider  how  you  can  create  a strong  unifying  effect 


Initial  Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  4 and  6. 
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Assignment  I:  Visual  Reflection 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  page  6. 


If  you  are  using  a word  processor,  staple  your  Assignment  I finished  work  here. 

You  may  make  corrections  directly  on  your  printed  page(s). 


Assignment  I:  Visual  Reflection 


Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  page  7. 
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Assignment  I:  Visual  Reflection 


Planning 
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Assignment  I:  Visual  Reflection 


Written  Work 


1 


GO  ON  TO  ASSIGNMENT  II 
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ASSIGNMENT  II:  LITERARY  EXPLORATION 
Suggested  time:  70  to  80  minutes 

Read  the  following  excerpt  from  a novel  and  complete  the  assignment  that  follows. 


from  MERCY  AMONG  THE  CHILDREN 

The  nights  had  turned  cold,  the  bit  of  light  during  the  day  was  extinguished  by  about 
four-thirty,  and  the  earth  had  become  still,  puddles  froze,  old  tractor  ruts  turned  as  hard  as 
iron,  and  the  blades  of  saws  and  graders  whined  a protest  to  humanity  when  they  were 
started  at  dawn. 

He  had  helped  put  the  powerline  through  new  green  forest,  through  bog  and  cedar 
swamp,  and  it  stretched  from  clearcut  to  clearcut,  over  rivers  and  beaver  dam  and  brook. 

It  lighted  homes  where  they  did  not  know  him.  . . . 

Men  and  women  certain  of  the  new  world  and  their  right  to  be  entitled  would  not 
have  known  my  father’s  world,  or  known  so  little  about  it — never  known  the  miles  of 
trackless  barrens  the  tons  of  rock  moved.  And  what  if  anything  would  it  matter? 

Sydney  Henderson  had  not  read  a paper  in  a year,  knew  nothing  of  current  events. 

His  hair  was  grey,  his  weight  a solid  185.  The  men  who  had  one  time  tormented  him 
because  he  was  different  now  held  a place  for  him  in  their  hearts. 

“Why  did  you  learn  all  of  that,  and  read  all  of  those  books?”  a glad-faced  youngster 
named  Alcide  Dorion  asked  Dad  three  weeks  before  he  went  home.  “What  good  is  it  for 
Sydney?  What  good  did  it  do!” 

“It  is  good  in  itself,  and  reason  enough  in  itself,”  my  father  answered. 

“What  should  I get  from  books?”  Alcide  asked  in  French. 

“That  you  are  not  alone — even  along  this  broken  tractor  road.  You  need  to  know 
nothing  else,”  my  father  answered  in  French.  . . . 

When  Sydney  sat  upon  his  bunk  in  the  half-lighted  room,  in  the  dark  days  of  fall 
slipping  now  into  winter,  his  body  was  solid  muscle.  He  had  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  in  his  leather  bag  inside  his  canvas  backpack.  And  he  was  ready  to  go  home.  He 
would  walk  nine  miles  out  to  the  highway  and  catch  the  bus  back  to  the  Miramichi. 
Tomorrow  night  he  would  be  with  Elly  again.  He  would  hold  and  kiss  Percy.  He 
thought  of  the  miles  ahead  of  him  and  they  seemed  an  insult;  he  wanted  them  to  be  gone 
in  a second.  After  all  this  time,  after  three  years,  he  had  broken  the  great  fetters  of  his 
self-imposed  exile  and  was  anxious  to  live.  To  live  like  other  men,  but  by  his  own  rules. 

David  Adams  Richards 
Canadian  writer 

Winner  of  the  2000  Giller  prize  for  Mercy  Among  the  Children 
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The  Assignment 


This  excerpt  describes  an  individual  who  believes  that  what  we  learn  from  books  is  that 
we  are  not  alone. 


What  is  your  opinion  of  the  idea  that  people  need  to  know 
that  they  are  not  alone? 


In  your  writing,  you  must  discuss  a character  from  literature  or  film  that  you  have  studied 
in  English  Language  Arts  30-2.  You  may  choose  to  discuss  more  than  one  character. 

You  may  also  refer  to  the  reading  selection  provided  in  the  examination. 

Present  your  ideas  in  prose. 


In  your  writing,  you  should 

• reflect  upon  your  own  knowledge  and/or  experience 

• use  the  Personal  Reflection  on  Choice  of  Characters ) from  Literary  Text(s) 

(see  page  1 1)  to  help  you  select  a character  that  is  relevant  to  this  assignment  and 
interesting  to  you  from  the  short  stories,  novels,  plays,  poetry,  non-fiction,  or  films  that 
you  have  studied  in  English  Language  Arts  30-2 

• carefully  consider  your  controlling  idea  or  how  you  will  create  a strong  unifying 
effect  in  your  response.  Organize  your  discussion  so  that  your  ideas  are  clearly  and 
effectively  presented 

• make  sure  that  the  examples  and  details  that  you  select  are  relevant  and  support  your 
opinion  about  the  idea  that  people  need  to  know  that  they  are  not  alone 
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Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Initial  Planning 


Please  use  this  space  for  your  initial  planning.  This  information  assists  markers  in 
identifying  the  text(s)  and  character(s)  you  have  chosen.  The  markers  who  read  your 
composition  will  be  very  familiar  with  the  literary  texts  you  have  chosen. 


Literary  Text(s)  and 
Author(s) 


Character(s) 


Personal  Reflection  on  Choice  of  Character (s)  from  Literary  Text(s) 

Suggested  time:  10  minutes 

Briefly  identify  your  reasons  for  choosing  to  discuss  this  character  in  your  response. 
What  strategies  did  you  use  when  making  your  choice?  You  may  respond  in  point  form, 
using  a diagram  such  as  a mind  map,  or  in  another  format  of  your  choice.  Markers  will 
consider  the  information  you  provide  here  when  considering  the  effectiveness  of  your 
response. 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  12,  14,  16,  and  18. 
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Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  14,  16,  and  18 
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If  you  are  using  a word  processor , staple  your  Assignment  II  finished  work  here . 

You  may  make  corrections  directly  on  your  printed  page(s). 


Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 

Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  pages  15,  17,  and  19. 
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Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  16 


Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  pages  17  and  19. 
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Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  page  18. 


Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  page  19. 
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Assignment  II:  Literary  Exploration 


Written  Work 
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GO  ON  TO  ASSIGNMENT  III 
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ASSIGNMENT  III:  PERSUASIVE  WRITING  IN  CONTEXT 
Suggested  time:  40  to  50  minutes 

Read  the  situation  described  below  and  use  it  to  complete  the  assignment  that  follows. 

The  Situation 

The  Prosper  Town  Council  is  considering  banning  the  use  of  herbicides  within  the  town 
limits.  If  implemented,  the  ban  would  apply  to  residential  lawns  and  town  greenbelts,  as 
well  as  to  recreation  areas  such  as  the  park,  golf  course,  ball  diamond,  and  football  field. 
Supporters  of  the  ban  cite  increasing  evidence  that  herbicides  may  affect  human  health. 
Those  opposed  to  the  ban  believe  that  when  such  chemicals  are  used  properly,  they 
provide  safe,  effective  control  of  harmful  weeds. 

The  town  council  is  inviting  residents  to  make  their  views  known  in  writing,  and  you 
have  decided  to  reply.  You  are  Dylan  Lee,  a Grade  12  student  at  Prosper  High  School. 
You  have  considered  information  and  opinions  from  a variety  of  sources  (see  pages  22 
and  23).  After  considering  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  ban,  you  have 
reached  a decision.  You  now  need  to  write  a persuasive  letter  that  clearly  explains 

• your  decision  on  the  proposed  herbicide  ban 

• the  reasons  why  you  believe  your  decision  to  be  the  best  decision 

The  Assignment 


Write  a letter  to  the  Prosper  Town  Council  that  will 
persuade  them  to  either  ACCEPT  or  REJECT  the 
proposed  ban  on  the  use  of  herbicides. 


In  writing  your  letter,  BE  SURE  TO 

• consider  your  purpose  and  audience 

• study  the  information  on  the  following  pages 

• use  an  appropriate  tone 

Remember  that  you  must  clearly  and  directly  choose  to  either  accept  or  reject  the 
proposed  ban. 
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What  Are  Herbicides? 


Herbicides  are  chemicals  that 
prevent  or  eliminate  weeds  and 
thus  replace  or  reduce  manual 
weeding.  Herbicides  are  found  in 
products  such  as  Weed  n’  Feed, 
Killex,  and  RoundUp. 


Statement  from  the  Prosper  Recreation  Board 

The  proposed  ban  on  herbicides  would  have  grave  consequences  for  green  spaces  within 
the  Prosper  town  limits.  Studies  done  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  indicate 
that  herbicides  do  not  have  a negative  effect  on  human  health.  When  used  properly,  these 
chemicals  ensure  that  green  spaces  are  vibrant  and  attractive.  Eliminating  their  use 
would  result  in  infestations  of  weeds  and  a rapid  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  these 
areas  that  we  all  enjoy.  Our  school  sports  teams  rely  on  well-groomed  fields  to  allow  the 
teams  to  stay  competitive  and  to  host  large  sporting  events  and  tournaments.  The  only 
alternative  is  manual  removal  of  the  weeds,  which  would  require  a large  workforce  and 
which  would  be  impossibly  expensive  and  probably  less  effective. 


Statement  from  Citizens  for  Safe  Green  Space 


Many  people  believe  that  because  herbicides  are  so  readily 
available,  they  must  be  safe,  but  this  is  a dangerous 
assumption.  Research  done  by  the  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  indicates  that  in  areas  in  which  herbicides 
are  heavily  used,  there  are  higher-than-average  rates  of  cancer 
among  the  population.  Although  we  cannot  be  certain  that 
there  is  a link,  we  do  know  that  for  those  people  with  allergies 
and  chemical  sensitivities,  herbicides  are  extremely  dangerous. 
Areas  that  are  currently  sprayed  are  the  same  ones  that  our 
children  and  pets  are  playing  on.  We  need  to  learn  to  tolerate 
nature  in  all  its  diversity,  even  if  that  means  getting  used  to 
dandelions  and  weeds  on  our  lawns  and  in  our  parks. 


22 


Opinions  on  the  Proposed  Herbicide  Ban 


We  rely  on  an  annual  application  of  herbicides  to  maintain  the  golf  course  as  one  of 
Prosper’ s prime  tourist  attractions.  We  are  extremely  careful  to  limit  public  access 
during  spraying  operations  and  while  the  chemicals  are  active.  The  grass  greens  are  very 
sensitive  to  moulds  and  fungus,  and  it  is  doubtful  that  we  would  be  able  to  maintain  them 
without  the  use  of  herbicides.  In  addition,  the  fairways  would  become  covered  in 
dandelions  and  other  weeds,  which  would  negatively  affect  the  quality  of  the  playing 
surface. 

Beth  Yasuko,  Prosper  Golf  Course  manager 


I suffer  from  asthma  and  am  sensitive  to  a number  of 
chemicals.  When  the  city  performs  its  annual  spraying 
operations,  I am  in  agony  for  several  days.  I do  not  use 
herbicides  on  my  lawn,  as  I am  concerned  about  the  health 
of  my  children.  In  my  experience,  it  requires  only 
willpower  and  some  time  to  control  weeds  by  hand.  I 
think  the  proposed  herbicide  ban  is  absolutely  necessary  if 
we  really  care  about  our  health. 

Lloyd  Clarke,  Prosper  resident 


I would  be  all  for  a ban  on  the  use  of  herbicides  if  someone  could  give  me  an  alternative. 
We  do  not  have  the  resources  to  control  weed  growth  manually,  and  I can  only  imagine 
how  people  will  feel  when  their  green  spaces  become  infested  with  weeds  and 
dandelions.  As  well,  people  with  allergies  will  really  start  to  suffer  when  we  have 
dandelion  seeds  and  pollens  floating  around  everywhere.  I don’t  think  the  people  who 
support  the  ban  are  fully  aware  of  the  consequences. 

Merlin  Boggs,  Prosper  town  foreman 


What  we  need  to  do  is  adjust  our  expectations  of  what  is 
normal.  We  have  become  used  to  lawns  that  look  like  green 
carpets  and  pristine  green  spaces  free  of  pesky  weeds.  This  is 
not  how  it  is  in  nature.  In  nature,  plants  coexist  naturally  and 
that  diversity  has  its  own  beauty.  We  can  still  cut  our  grass 
and  keep  it  looking  neat  without  eliminating  every  single 
weed.  I find  it  hard  to  believe  that  it  makes  any  difference  to  a 
football  player  whether  the  turf  he  or  she  hits  when  tackled  is 
pure  grass  or  not. 


Preetha  Kaleema,  local  doctor 
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Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  26,  28. 


If  you  are  using  a word  processor , staple  your  Assignment  III  finished  work  here. 

You  may  make  corrections  directly  on  your  printed  page(s). 


Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 

Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  pages  27,  29,  and  31. 
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Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  pages  28  and  30. 
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Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  pages  29  and  31. 
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Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Planning 


There  is  additional  space  for  planning  on  page  30. 


Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Written  Work 


There  is  additional  space  for  written  work  on  page  3 1 . 


29 


Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Assignment  III:  Persuasive  Writing  in  Context 


Written  Work 
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